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L

et’s face it, it can be a confusing world
out there in Homefire Land. With literally
hundreds of models of stoves, fireplaces
and possibilities, and almost as many opinions
on what’s right for you, the process can be
daunting. Relax, find a comfy chair and pretend
it’s in front of a radiant new wood-stove, and
educate yourself. On a cold winter’s day, there’s
really nothing like putting your feet up in front
of a warm fire. A good book, your favourite
beverage, and all is well.
A little knowledge goes a long way, and what
you’re considering is a significant investment
that will be with you for many years. Take your
time, get informed, ask some questions, and get
ready for years of safe and comfortable solid
fuel heating.
Read on, this road leads to a warm, happy place.
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Safety first!

T

he first of many considerations when
installing a wood burning appliance is, of
course, safety. You have a significant investment
in your home, and are now contemplating a major
purchase that affects that investment. Whether
the house is new to you and already has a wood
or pellet appliance, or if you want to add one,
there are some things to consider from a safety
perspective.
If
you’ve
spoken
with your insurance
company
about
heating with solid
fuel,
they
may
have offered some
feedback.
The
cost of your policy
may or may not
change, depending on
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your insurance provider, but they are likely to
insist that you get a WETT-certified inspector
involved in the process. If you have an existing
wood burning appliance in your home, they will
ask you to have it inspected to ensure that it is
safe to operate. If you are having a new system
installed, they will want it done by a WETTcertified installer, who will stand behind and
certify their work.

“…they are

For an existing installation, a
WETT-certified inspector will
likely to insist
usually perform what is known
that you get a
as a Level 1 Inspection, which
WETT-certified is non-invasive and visual. In
other words, no components
inspector
are removed for inspection.
involved...
Although this doesn’t indicate
what has been done within
closed spaces, a professional will have a
reasonable impression of the integrity of the
system, just through a visual inspection.

”

What the inspector is looking for, is building code
compliance. All WETT certification standards
are based on the National Building Code,
primarily the B365 portion thereof, which deals
with solid fuel appliances. There is no conspiracy
between insurance companies and inspectors,
attempting to separate you from your hardearned cash. There is simply a system of checks
6

and balances that has been established for the
purpose of conforming to the National Building
Code. This code is designed to provide a high
standard of building practices that will keep you
and your family safe.
Insurance companies have a vested interest in
your safety as well, and they are generally quite
interested in helping prevent your house from
catching on fire!
One of the most common deficiencies in a wood or
pellet stove installation, is inadequate clearance
to combustibles. Each certified wood or pellet
appliance has a label on the back, which contains
specifications based on tests performed in the
certification lab. The specifications are indicated
on the label, (see next page) including hearth pad
(floor covering) dimensions and type, as well as
proximity of the appliance to combustible walls
and ceiling.
These clearances are very important to maintain,
in order to have a safe installation that will keep
you and your family warm for many winters
to come. A properly installed solid fuel heating
system, operated as intended with dry fuel, is a
very safe way to heat your home.
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Each certified wood or pellet appliance has
a label that contains specifications based
on tests performed in the certification lab.
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“A properly

installed solid
fuel heating
system...is a
very safe way
to heat your
home.

I hope this gives you some
peace of mind regarding
safely heating your home
with a solid fuel stove or
fireplace. Now it’s time to
educate you on the process,
so you can make an informed
decision.

”
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